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15 1 . Information disclosure statement under 37C.F.R.§1.56. 

2. Petition to request consideration of the information 
disclosure statement . 
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20 


Dear Sir: 


This is an Information Disclosure Statement in accordance 
with the duty to disclose information material to patentability 
under. 37 C.F.R. §1.56. Applicants wish to make of record the 
document listed on the accompanying form PTO/SB/08. It is 
25 respectfully requested that the examiner initials the cited 
reference on the form and that it be made of record in the 
application and that a copy of the initialed form be sent to 
the applicants with the next communication from the examiner. 

30 Since the IDS is filed before the mailing date of a first 

Office action on the merits, a petition to request consideration 
of the information disclosure statement is hereby requested 
according to 37C.F.R.§1. 97(b) . The prior art patent contained 
in the information disclosure statement was cited in 

35 communications from the Taiwan Intellectual Property Office 
on Sept. 18, 2000. Applicants sincerely hope that the examiner 
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can consider the item contained in the information disclosure 
statement . 

According to the requirement set forth in 37 C.F.R.§1.98 
5 andM.P.E.P. 609 (Rev.l, Feb. 2000), applicants are submitting 
a copy of the cited reference (Taiwan Patent No. 335,994) and 
a concise explanation of the relevance in this application 
hereinafter. 

10 TP No. 335, 994 teaches to an improved cable carrier which 

is used to carry a cable. Fig.l is a schematic diagram of an 
improved cable carrier 1. The cable carrier 1 comprises an 
outer tube 10, a pliable but strong plastic rope 14 disposed 
inside the outer tube 10, a supporting tube 12 installed in 

15 parallel to the outer tube 10 , a multicore steel wire 13 disposed 
inside the supporting tube 12, and a conjunction tape 11 
connecting the outer tube 10 and the supporting tube 12. 

Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating how the cable 
20 carrier 1 is fixed to a flat wall 5. As shown in Fig. 2, only 
a nail is needed to fix the cable carrier 1 onto the flat wall 
5. After the cable carrier 1 is fixed onto the flat wall 5, 
one end of the plastic rope 14 can be connected to a cable 
and the cable can be pulled into the outer tube 10 by pulling 
25 the other end of the plastic rope 14 away from the outer tube 
10. 

Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating how the cable 
carrier 1 is fixed to a house or a bridge. In this embodiment, 
30 part of the conjunction tape 11 is cut to separate from the 
supporting tube 12 so that a fixing device 3 can fix the 
supporting tube 12 and the multicore steel wire 13 onto the 
house or on the bridge. 

35 Fig. 4, which is prior art disclosed in TP No. 335, 994, 

illustrates that a supporting tube 4a and an outer tube 20 
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are connected by thin wires 4b. And the fixing device 3 is 
used to fix the supporting tube 4a onto a house or a bridge. 

Claim 1 of the present application is repeated below for 
5 reference: 

w l. A supporting apparatus for supporting an electric device 
in a car comprising: 

a plug having a front end and a rear end over which the 
10 front end of the plug being can be plugged into and fixed 

in an electric socket of the car; 
a flexible steel tube having two ends fixed to the rear 
end of the plug and the electric device separately; 
a plurality of flexible steel wire ropes each having two 
15 ends fixed to the rear end of the plug and the electric 

device separately, the plurality of steel wire ropes 
being positioned separately at two sides of the steel 
tube for strengthening the steel tube; and 
an electric wire installed in the steel tube for electrically 
20 connecting the electric device to the plug; 

wherein when an user bends or rotates the supporting 
apparatus, the steel tube and steel wire ropes of the 
supporting apparatus will be flexibly bent or rotated and 
the electric device will be approximately maintained at 
25 the bent or rotated position." 

The differences between claim 1 of the present application 
and the cited art are listed as follows: 

30 1) Claim 1 of the present application claims a supporting 
apparatus for supporting an electric device in a car. The cited 
art teaches a cable carrier, not a supporting apparatus for 
supporting an electric device in a car. 

35 2) The supporting apparatus of claim 1 of the present 
application comprises a plug having a front end and a rear 
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end over which the front end of the plug can be plugged into 
and fixed in an electric socket of the car. The cited art fails 
to teach a plug, and fails to teach that the cable carrier 
can be plugged into and fixed in an electric socket of the 
5 car . 

3) The supporting apparatus of claim 1 of the present 
application comprises a flexible steel tube having two ends 
fixed to the rear end of the plug and the electric device 

10 separately. The cited art teaches a plastic rope 14 which has 
an end connected to a cable and the cable can be pulled into 
the outer tube 10 by pulling the other end of the plastic rope 
14 away from the outer tube 10. However, the cited art fails 
to teach that the plastic rope 14 has two ends fixed to a rear 

15 end of a plug and an electric device separately. 

4) The supporting apparatus of claim 1 of the present 
application comprises a plurality of flexible steel wire ropes 
each having two ends fixed to the rear end of the plug and 

20 the electric device separately, the plurality of steel wire 
ropes being positioned separately at two sides of the steel 
tube for strengthening the steel tube. The cited art teaches 
a pliable but strong plastic rope 14 disposed inside the outer 
tube 10, and a multicore steel wire 13 disposed inside the 

25 supporting tube 12. However, neither the plastic rope 14 nor 
the steel wire 13 has two ends fixed to the rear end of the 
plug and the electric device separately. Further, the cited 
art fails to teach that one of the steel wire 13 and the plastic 
rope 14 is used to strengthen the other. 

30 

5) The supporting apparatus of claim 1 of the present 
application comprises an electric wire installed in the steel 
tube for electrically connecting the electric device to the 
plug. Although a cable can be pulled into the outer tube 10 

35 of the cited art, the cited art fails to teach where the two 
ends of the cable are connected to. 
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6) In claim 1 of the present application, when an user bends 
or rotates the supporting apparatus, the steel tube and steel 
wire ropes of the supporting apparatus will be flexibly bent 
or rotated and the electric device will be approximately 
maintained at the bent or rotated position. The cited art, 
however, fails to teach the situation of the cable carrier 
when the cable carrier is bent or rotated. 

Based on at least the above differences, it is believed 
that claim 1 of the present application is substantially 
different from the cited art patent TP No. 335, 994. And since 
all other claims are dependent on claim 1, they are believed 
to be substantially different from the cited art. 

Respectfully Submitted, 


Winston Hsu, Patent Agent No. 41, 526 
P.O. BOX 506 

Merrifield, VA 22116 

U.S.A. 

e-mail : winstonhsu@naipo . com. tw 
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